RO

w! CASTLE DONINGTON COLLEGE

Newsletter - December 2025

As we approach the festive season, | want to
extend my heartfelt thanks to all our parents
) ) College reopens on

and carers for their ongoing support th

throughout the term. Your partnership in Tuesday 6™ January 2026
upholding our uniform standards, promoting
good attendance, and reinforcing our college
motto—Work Hard, Take Responsibility, Be

We look forward to welcoming all of

Kind—is invaluable in creating a positive and our pupils back for the New Year!
focused learning environment for all our
pupils.

A special congratulations to our Year Seven
pupils who have made an outstanding start to
their secondary school journey. Their resilience

and enthusiasm in adapting to new routines
and challenges have been truly impressive. U pCOm | ng Events
| would also like to commend our Year Eleven

pupils for their exceptional attitude during the Thursday 15" January:

recent mock exams. Their dedication and Year 11 Parents’ Evening (on line)
determination have set a strong foundation for

the important months ahead. Thursday 29" January:

| am deeply grateful to all our staff for their Year 9 Parents’ and Options Evening
hard work and commitment to the success and (in college)

well-being of every pupil at Castle Donington
College.

Finally, special mentions to our Head of MFL,
Sophie Hayes, who leaves us at the end of term
to take up a new post at a school in the east of
England, and to Carolyn Hanson, our

Receptionist and First Aid Lead, who will be
retiring in January. Carolyn’s kindness and Contact Info
professionalism have been a cornerstone of

our school community, and we wish her a
happy and well-deserved retirement.

Thursday 19" March:
Year 8 Parents’ Evening (online)

Email: postroom@cdcollege.uk

restful Telephone: 01332 810528
-~ E o ;/g) %

Wishing everyone a joyful and
Christmas.

Vickic Beeby
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Library news

This term has been a very busy and exciting one in our school library, filled with creativity and reading,
providing a welcoming place to be.

We started two new clubs this term - Puzzle Club which has proved very successful and Creative Writing
Club which is just a joy.

We kicked off October with our annual Inktober competition, and this year’s response was our biggest yet.
Pupils from both KS3 and KS4 took part, and the standard of artwork continues to rise year on year. Our KS4
winner was Abbey Kendrick, whose stunning piece really impressed the judging panel. The KS3 category was
won by Edward Wright, whose Manga-inspired artwork stood out for its imagination and style. All of the
artwork is currently on display in the library, and we encourage all pupils to come and take a look.

In November, we welcomed pupils to our annual book fair, always one of the highlights of the school
calendar. Pupils browsed the latest releases, discovered new authors, and enjoyed a wonderful selection of
book-themed gifts—perfect for early Christmas shopping.

And speaking of Christmas.. December brings a heartwarming activity to the library. Pupils are writing
Christmas messages on cards to people they admire. These could be loved ones, historical figures,
celebrities, or simply someone who has made a difference in their lives. | can’t wait to read the thoughtful
messages they create.

It’s been a fantastic term, and we look forward to even more reading adventures in the new year!




Tutor Time Reading

KS3 pupils have thoroughly enjoyed engaging with a selection of new ‘reading for pleasure’
texts being shared with them during tutor time each morning.

Such texts include classics from ‘Alice in Wonderland’, ‘Sherlock Holmes’ and ‘Wind in the
Willows’, to modern reads such as ‘The Black Book of Secrets’, ‘October October’ and
‘Barnaby Brockett’.

This exciting new initiative started this term with a range of diverse texts on rotation around
the year groups. We are aiming to: inspire further reading for pleasure; increase take-up of
book loans in the school library; expose pupils to varied perspectives and cultures;
challenge pupils to step outside their immediate experiences; develop crucial skills in
empathy, perspective-taking and active listening, as well as developing student’s
intellectual and emotional growth.

The curated list also supports the school’s wider reading vision by introducing pupils to
varying levels of textual complexity, writing styles, vocabulary, comprehension and the
ability to navigate technical texts across all subjects.

v, &

JOHN BOYNE

" The Terrible Thing
That Happened to
.Barnaby
Brocket
4
WONDERLAND |
) S Y i

Guided Reading

Another reading initiative introduced whole-school this term has been our ‘Non-Fiction
Fridays’ — whereby pupils read real-world texts (such as articles, reviews, reports, journals,
diary entries etc.) related to areas of our school curriculum.

Each week a subject around the school takes it in turn to provide our pupils with texts that
not only support their learning across the curriculum, but also help to develop their
cultural capital.

We are keen to contextualise our academic subjects for our pupils, helping them to see the
value of scholarship beyond compulsory education. Our Guided Reading programme not
only enhances their literacy skills and exposes them to non-fiction reading, but more
crucially it demonstrates the real-world importance of how different subjects intersect with
contemporary issues, current affairs and career pathways.

Ultimately, we hope to equip students with the confidence and understanding necessary to
engage critically with the world, with texts they read and to succeed in higher education
and future employment.




Maths News

Axiom Maths

Axiom Maths is now successfully up and running for selected pupils in both Year 7 and Year
8. Miss Palmer, who leads the sessions has been really impressed with the pupils effort and
knowledge.

Axiom maths lessons involve challenging problems that nurture mathematical talent and
inspire pupils to think like university mathematicians. Lessons have featured an
introduction to Game Theory. Well done to all the pupils involved.

Maths Club.

Maths club (Tuesday 3.15-4.15pm) has proved to be very popular with lots of pupils from
all years attending the weekly club. Maths club has been created to help support pupils
with their understanding of the subject. Well done to all the pupils who have attended.

Further Maths

A big well done to the Year 11 Further Maths students on attending their additional after
school sessions and for all their hard work with this qualification. Mrs Roberts has been
very impressed with all pupils involved.

Lesson activities

In Maths, Year 10 higher tier students have been investigating Circle Theorems. Students
were given a task that involved 'guided discovery' Instead of being given the rules
involved, students were asked to draw circles with specific lines to independently look at
any relationships that naturally occur. This approach proved beneficial, as when pupils
started doing teacher led sessions the students had already seen some of the theorems by
their own self-discovery. Mr Anslow was particularly impressed with his groups' Circle
Theorem topic checks, with many students achieving full marks, clearly demonstrating
that they can apply the rules in exam style questions. Well done Year 10!




English, Drama and Media News

What an amazing autumn term we have had. Below are some of the highlights!
Trips:

So far this academic year we have taken fifty Year 9 students to Stratford-upon-Avon to
watch a RSC First Encounters production of King Lear. As the tragedy unfolded, our
students explored themes and ideas linking to family, betrayal, honesty and ambition. The
students enjoyed interacting with the actors and were all impressed with the live band that
accompanied the show. After the performance, students took part in a “treasure hunt”
around Stratford. This allowed them to explore and discover some of the more exciting
parts of this town including: Shakespeare’s grave and the inscription on it; Shakespeare’s
birthplace and the New House.

Year 7:

Our Year 7s have made a super start! So far, they have studied short stories, An Inspector
Calls and A Christmas Carol. Whilst exploring these texts, we have considered narrative
hooks; key themes such as responsibility and guilt along with expanding our vocabulary.

Year 8:

Students have begun the year by becoming sleuths! They have followed in the footsteps of
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle as they try to plot and predict who is the villain of the piece in The
Hound of the Baskervilles. We have been extremely pleased with how this year group has
taken on the challenge of language whilst studying this text.

Year 9:

As we approach GCSEs, this year group is given a taste of what the course next year is like.
They began the year by reading Miller’s A View from The Bridge and exploring dual readings,
social dynamics and the play form. As the darker months crept in, we have matched the
mood by studying The Gothic. From Poe to Susan Hill, we have considered how The Gothic

is crafted and what makes it such a popular genre. m
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English: Key Stage 4
Our year 10s and 11s have been working hard in preparation for their final exams.

We are so proud of how the Year 11s approached their Spoken Language Endorsement. This
can be a nerve-wracking moment as they have to speak in front of an audience for ten
minutes. Our students have discussed topics from poetry, to cannibalism, to misogyny in
football.

Year 11s also showed real grit and determination in sitting their Language Paper 2 and
Literature Paper 2 mock exams. These are the longest of all of their English exams and we
can see how well they prepared for this in their responses.

Years 10s have had a busy start to the year! We began by looking at unseen poetry before
moving on to Animal Farm. The year 10s are now studying their 19" Century novel and
getting to grips with more archaic and formal language. They have all shown real
enthusiasm at the start of their GCSE journey.




History club

History Club have had a busy first term. At the start of the year, History Club helped prepare for
the Year 6 Open Evening and excelled themselves in their confidence and how they represented
the College. They ran numerous activities, such as a historical food quiz, a mini-exhibition on the
history of the College, and a re-enactment of the Boston Tea Party.

Since then, they have been working on historical research projects. Each group was assigned a
random country, and had to prepare to present on an aspect of that country’s history. This has
led to projects on South Korean culture, Hungarian architecture, Mexican tourist sites, and
German sausages.

History Club have also watched the excellent Cold War comedy Dr Strangelove over the past
few weeks.

Debate club

Debate Club began the year by helping with the ‘Devil’s Advocate’ order at Year 6 Open Evening,
where they had to prove any argument given to them wrong. Across the term Debate Club have
continued with their discussions of matters ranging from the grand, political and philosophical
to the more mundane and everyday.

Tentative plans are also underway to explore inter-school debating in a more formal style, so
watch this space!

Citizenship Updates
At the start of this year, Year 11 Citizenship pupils completed their Citizenship Action project,
where they had to work together to try and fix an issue in their community. This saw projects on
topics ranging from neurodiversity awareness, youth engagement in politics, and traffic-calming
measures in Castle Donington. All groups worked very well, with many in contact with
councillors and even Leicestershire’s Police and Crime Commissioner.

There have been two guest speakers for Citizenship pupils this term. In November, county
councillor Charles Pugsley, who oversees children’s services in Leicestershire County Council,
answered questions from Year 11 pupils about his role in local government and the policies of
Reform UK.

In December, North West Leicestershire MP Amanda Hack talked with Year 10s and 11s, where
she answered questions about support for young people, Labour’s response to Reform, and
recent policies such as digital ID and changes to jury trials.

Both sessions saw some excellent questions being asked that would have suited Question Time!




Geography News

This term has been a busy and engaging one in Geography, with pupils across all year groups
developing their knowledge of people, places, and environments around the world. Below is a
snapshot of what each year group has been learning:

Year 7

Year 7 pupils have been learning about South East Asia, developing their understanding of the
region and its global importance. They have explored important issues such as child labour and
investigated the environmental and social impacts of palm oil production, encouraging them to
think critically about sustainability and ethical choices.

Year 8

Year 8 have been studying glaciated landscapes, learning how glaciers shape the land and
create distinctive landforms. They have also explored industrial pollution and its impacts,
alongside learning about migration and the reasons why people move, both within and between
countries.

Year 9

Year 9 pupils have been developing a deeper understanding of climate change. They have
examined the causes of climate change, including human and natural factors, and considered
the wide-ranging impacts on people and environments across the world.

Year 10

Year 10 have been learning about urban challenges through a case study of the slums of
Mumbai, gaining insight into issues such as housing, employment, and access to services.
Alongside this, they have been studying natural landscapes, focusing on how physical processes
shape our world.

Year 11

Year 11 pupils have been working extremely hard for their mock examinations, demonstrating
commitment and resilience. In lessons, they have also been learning about global ecosystems,
focusing on tropical rainforests and the taiga biome, and exploring their characteristics, value,
and the threats they face. We also had a great couple of days out in Derbyshire looking at river
characteristics near the Longshaw Estate.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.




PE News

What a busy term it has been for CDC PE department. This term students have had lots of
opportunities to play competitive sport. Here is a roundup of our sporting fixtures.

Term 1 saw our football and netball teams play in the North Charnwood school sport
partnership. Our students played well across all year groups against some very competitive
school teams. Below is a table of the league standings.

We have also hosted lots of inter school football matches on our new astro. Our Y11 boys were
victories against the Y10 team.

The Y8 and Y7 team played out a 2-2 draw and our Y7 girls football team beat our Y8 girls in a
very competitive game.

The Year 7/8 boys played the Year 9 boys and the Year 7/8 girls played the Year 9 girls. Well done
to all involved. The final inter school games are taking place in the last week of term.

This half term saw our school swimming team compete in the North Charnwood swimming
competition. The KS3 boys team comprised of Fraser Manley (Y8), Zack Harding (Y8), Rodrigo
Roderts (Y9) and Hugo Harrand (y9). The KS3 girls team was Sienna Scholter (Y7), Sophie Sleigh
(Y7) and Erin Starr (Y8). The KS4 team (girls) was Grace Perkins and Heidi Parry (both Y10) and
the boys team was Harry J Taylor and Felix Gibson (both Y10). There were some amazing
performances and very competitive races. We are already looking forward to next years event.
Well done to all that competed.

Next term our girl football teams will play in the North Charnwood league — we will keep you
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updated on their progress.




Our Sporting Stars

Outside of the school community, lots of our students continue to make us really proud of
their sporting success.

Congratulations to Iris Moorhouse (Y11, pictured below) , Eloise Cami (Y11, pictured below)
and Eleri Prytherch (Y9) who all made the Nottingham Forest Netball Teams

Well done to Ada Moorhouse (Y9) who competed in the National Swimming finals in
Sheffield.

Hannah Murphy (Y11) and Sophia Fletcher (Y9) were selected for the Leicestershire
Gymnastic Team. Hannah competed in Guildford for the National Finals, finishing 13" which
is a great achievement.

Bailey Dobb (Y11) and Luca Zujovic (Y10) continue to make good progress at Stoke City and
Derby County F.C.

Ellie Beyxer (Y10) has been selected to play for Leicestershire Rugby again this season and
Francesca Harding (Y8) is still making very good progress at the Gymnastic Centre in
Birmingham.

Finally, to Morgan York (Y9), who continues to shine at Show Jumping and competed in the
National Finals in August in an open age group against riders much older than herself.

Well done to our of our College students that compete in sport outside of school. If your
son/daughter represents a sports team outside of school, the please let us know so we can
celebrate their success.
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MFL News

A message from Miss Hayes

What a busy Autumn term we have had down in Languages. It has been a pleasure to see the
department surrounded by so many enthusiastic and positive learners. As | say farewell to
Castle Donington College, I'd like to look back at a few of the highlights that we have had in the
Languages Department this term.

Madame Amyot’s weekly film club on Thursday has been well attended by KS3 pupils, and this
will continue after Christmas. If you are interested in attending and would like to know more
about it, please speak with Madame Amyot.

Year 7:

What a brilliant start Year 7 have made to languages here at Castle Donington College.
Enthusiastic, engaged and inquisitive are some of the words that could be used to describe Year
7 in their French and Spanish lessons.

Year 8:

Currently in the middle of doing assessments. Some great accents have been developing
following some intense phonics work. Their listening skills have come on leaps and bounds, with
some pupils getting nearly full marks in tests.

Year 9:

Since selecting one language at the end of Year 8 we have seen a huge amount of progress in
Year 9 pupils in their chosen language. Even noticing a newfound enjoyment in languages! We
are now able to cover more content due to having six lessons a fortnight. It has been great!

Key Stage 4:

Just before October Half-term, Miss Hayes, with the help of Mr Blood, Mrs Lucas and Mr
Williams took 30 Year 11 students to Barcelona on a joint Spanish and Design trip. The students
were able to practise what they had learnt in their Spanish lessons as well as take in the
interesting and unique art and architecture of Barcelona.

Year 10s have now grasped how big the change is from Year 9 to Year 10 and have started to sink
their teeth into the course.

Year 10 French revision will continue the Wednesday after Christmas (Week 2). These are held
every other week in L2.




Year 11s in MFL

Year 11s have also completed a full set of mock examinations in both French and Spanish, we
hope that this will give them a more accurate image of what to expect in April when they have

their real speaking exams.

French revision sessions for Year 11 are taking place every Monday during Lunch in L3. Please

see the below list of upcoming sessions and encourage pupils to attend.

12/1 Writing, translation into French H only
19/1 Speaking, pronunciation practice |F+H
26/1 Listening practice F+H
2/2 Reading practice F+H
9/2 Writing photo task and 50 words F only
23/2 Speaking read aloud F+H
2/3 Translation to English F+H
9/3 Speaking role play F+H
16/3 Speaking conversation F+H
23/3 Listening practice F+H
Easter holiday Speaking F only
2 hour TBC

Easter holiday Speaking H only
2 hour TBC

13/4 Dictation practice F+H
20/4 Reading practice F+H
27/4 90 words writing EElE
11/5 Listening + reading practice F+H
18/5 Listening, dictation practice F+H
23/ Writing, verbs and tenses F+i
1/6 Writing 150 words H only




Music News

A busy term for the Music Department came to a close on Tuesday 16th December
with our Christmas Concert.

This was an opportunity for all our pupils to show their talents and the hard work
they have been doing with their music teachers so far this year. Music ranged from
Rock Anthems to Christmas Classics! Thank you again for all your support with this
event and | hope those that attended enjoyed the show!

In lessons, our Year 7 pupils have been learning all about the basics of music and
composed their own spooky pieces of music based around Camille Saint-Saen’s
Danse Macabre.

Year 8 have been learning about Reggae Music in preparation for studying Ska
Music and Madness’ Baggy Trousers in the New Year.

Year 9 have been creating their own cover versions.
Year 10 and 11 students have been continuing their GCSE studies, carefully

constructing their compositions and preparing their performance pieces ready for
their exams later next year.




Desigh News

Year 7

The Year 7s have settled really well in to the different environment of Design. They
are using machines and equipment they would not all have used at Primary school
and all have adapted well to the department.

Year 11

All the Year 11s in the department are well and truly ensconced on their NEA. The
Art, Graphics and Textiles students have done brilliantly on their 5 hour practical
mock and are now ‘looking forward’ to the release of their externally set
assignment in the New Year.

2025 Leavers

In October the Design department ran it’s first Art and Design Showcase event.
During this event we welcomed back last years GCSE students to celebrate their
work and we also invited current GCSE students to view this work too. This was a
lovely event where students were able to see their work displayed. Here is some of
the amazing work that was on show:




More Desigh Showcase work




More Desigh Showcase work
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Year 7 Space Centre Trip

Year 7 students recently enjoyed an exciting and inspiring trip to the National Space
Centre.

During the visit, students explored interactive galleries, learned about planets,
astronauts and space missions, and experienced the impressive Rocket Tower.

They also took part in an interactive planetarium show, which brought their science
learning to life and sparked curiosity about space and future careers in STEM.

Throughout the trip, students were a credit to the school, demonstrating excellent
behaviour and consistently following the school ethos.




Warhammer Club

We are thrilled to have launched an after-school Warhammer Club this term.

We started with basic building skills from both the basic push fit models and normal kits.

Some students have even begun kitbashing (customizing) their own designs. This is done

using clippers to take the models off the plastic sprue (or fingers for the push fit models),
the plastic glue then melts the two segments together.

First steps for painting is either spraying (safely done by staff) on a base layer or applying
one manually. Layers are built up so that all areas of the model have smooth even initial
paint layer.

Advanced painting skills are then applied such as layer paints, dry brushing and washes.

Games are played over 5 rounds with each player taking a turn in each.

*Armies fight over at least 5 objective markers.

*Rules are found in Codexs.

*The game is played using the models the students built and painted, a tape measure and
huge amounts of dice.




Year 7 news

As we come to the end of the autumn term, | would like to take this opportunity to say how
proud we are of our Year 7 students and the way they have settled into secondary school life.
They have shown great enthusiasm as they have adjusted to new routines, expectations, and
challenges, and it has been wonderful to see their confidence and maturity grow over the term.

We would also like to thank parents and carers for your continued support during this important

transition. Working together has helped ensure such a positive start for our newest members of
the school community.

| hope that you all enjoy a well-earned rest over the Christmas holidays, spending time with
family and friends and returning refreshed and ready for the new term ahead.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.
Kind regards,

Mr Nelson

Year 8 news

Well done to year 8 pupils for an amazing, but long Autumn term.

This term, Year 8 pupils have shown fantastic maturity and enthusiasm across all aspects of
school life. In our assemblies and PSHE lessons, we’ve focused especially on online safety,
mental health awareness and the importance of being thoughtful and responsible members of
our digital community. Students have engaged brilliantly with discussions about how to stay
safe online, make positive choices, and support one another both in person and on social media.
I’m extremely proud of the kindness and responsibility they continue to show and look forward
to seeing them carry these values into the rest of the year.

Wishing you a very merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New Year after a well-
deserved rest.

Mr Brown




Autumn Term Celebration Assemblies

Congratulations to all students who took part in our recent round of Celebration Assemblies.
During which, students received formal recognition for their academic progress and
achievement.

Special mention also to all students who received our coveted specialist awards linked to the
Donington Way College values.

w! CASTLE DONINGTON COLLEGE

The Donington Way
WORK HARD. TAKE RESPONSIBILITY. BE KIND

@ @ O]
& = L.-i—\l:l

Careers Education Updates

This year we are aiming to make more of our links with local businesses in order to
improve Careers Education at the College. Year 7 pupils have already had a visit from
Manchester Airport Group and East Midlands Airport where they learned about project
management and the benefits of teamwork. Meanwhile, a group of Year 9 pupils had the
opportunity to work with Co.lab Creations to find out more about working in creative
industries.

We also launched Year 10 Work Experience programme and our Year 10 pupils are now
busily trying to secure placements for their work experience week in June and July.

We were pleased to welcome our local Sixth Forms and Colleges to our Post-16
Information Evening in September which we hope helped them to make the most
informed decisions about their futures after they leave the College.

In addition to all of this, we were also pleased to welcome several prestigious local
companies to the College for our annual Careers Fair. Pupils were able to speak to a
range of employers including Marks and Spencer, DHL, East Midlands Airport and
Cooper Parry. Alongside this, they had the opportunity to speak to local educational
establishments such as the University of Leicester and Nottingham College.




Are you a former pupil of Castle Donington College?

If so, we want to hear from you!

Take a few moments to complete our Alumni form

Your story could inspire the next generation of pupils!



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=jtxJFWBY0k60zx5w7MgSURwjjgYzgdhIgOn4cPanf9pUNTBXQVRBNUlTUUZZV1dRRzcwS1ZIVDJMQS4u&route=shorturl

Hire our facilities

Full details of how to hire our facilities, including sports facilities other spaces can be found
here:

https://schoolhire.co.uk/derby/cdcollege

Hire our BRAND NEW 3G Pitch

We are now open...
Monday to Friday
5.00-9.00pm
Saturday and Sunday

9.00am - 6:00pm

Full size, state of the N
art 3rd Generation (3G)
floodlit football pitch,
with the latest artificial
grass and rubber
crumb surface

Available to hire by local
clubs, teams, organisations
and general public.

Price per hour

The pitch is marked out with; Full Pitch
£100.00

1x11-a-side
1 x9-a-side H:g:uit:h
2 x 7-a-side :

) ) Quarter Pitch
4 x 5-a-side pitches

Telephone - 01332 810528 Reception
Email - lettings@cdcollege.uk

Visit - www.cdcollege.ukBook direct on SchoolHire
https://schoolhire.co.uk/derby/cdcollege
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