
  

1st May 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our weekly bulletin, providing you with a range of general information and 
forthcoming events at the college.  

We have changed the formatting of the bulletin slightly, so that key information for next 
week appears first, followed by year group specific information and then general notices. 

 

 

Key Information for next week 
May Bank Holiday 
Please remember that school will be closed for the Bank Holiday on Monday 4th May. 
 
Change to the school day during the exam season 
 
From Tuesday 5th May until Friday 25th June, the school day will run as follows: 
 

 
 

 



PE lessons during the exam season 

During the period from Tuesday 5th May to Friday 25th June some of our indoor PE 
spaces will be utilised as examination halls. Consequently, we request that pupils in 
years 7 – 10 attend school in their CDC PE kit on their designated Core PE days, but 
only on days when they have practical PE.  
  
During this period of time, pupils will remain in their PE kit throughout the entire school 
day. For these PE sessions, pupils should ensure they have appropriate footwear. 
 
Parents’ Evenings & Communication Survey 

At Castle Donington College, we are continually reviewing how we work with parents to 
support pupils’ learning and wellbeing. Over the past two academic years, we have made 
changes to how we communicate with families, including the introduction of a weekly 
Parent Bulletin and a termly Newsletter.  

We have also continued with a mix of online and in-person Parents’ Evenings.  

We would value your views on these approaches so that we can plan future Parents’ 
Evenings and information events in a way that works best for our school community.  
 

This survey should take no more than 5 minutes to complete. Responses are anonymous 
and will be used to identify overall themes. Deadline for responses is Friday 8th May 
May 2026 
 
Parents’ Evenings & Communication Survey – Fill out form 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/By91cP7f47


Year Group Specific Information 

 

Year 7  CDC Ambassador Programme 
All Year 7 students have been offered the opportunity to become part of our 
ambassador programme; designed to make the College a place where 
everyone feels safe, valued and able to belong. This is an exciting opportunity 
in which students will act as valuable role models, listeners and positive 
change-makers across the college. 
 
Successful applicants will gain the following:  

• Leadership and teamwork experience  
• A recognised role they can evidence on applications  
• Development of listening skills, inclusion and safeguarding 

awareness 
• Pride in making a real difference and visible change across the college  
• Various rewards throughout the year 

 
Please speak to your child about this opportunity and encourage them to 
apply here. 
 
All applications must be submitted by Monday 11th May 2026 
 
Pastoral Support   
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year (Mr Nelson) for any 
further support required in school. We would also like to hear of any success 
stories outside of school, so we can help to celebrate these achievements 
with our students.  
  
Year 7 Parents’ Evening (online) is on Thursday 7th May. A separate letter has 
been sent to parents and carers detailing how to make appointments .  

Year 8  CDC Ambassador Programme 
All Year 8 students have been offered the opportunity to become part of our 
ambassador programme; designed to make the College a place where 
everyone feels safe, valued and able to belong. This is an exciting opportunity 
in which students will act as valuable role models, listeners and positive 
change-makers across the college. 
 
Successful applicants will gain the following:  

• Leadership and teamwork experience  
• A recognised role they can evidence on applications  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jtxJFWBY0k60zx5w7MgSUVc8cUU25bFJtJbXrYiKpRdUQ0czREZBUElNVThNMzY2MktOWkVIV0Y3Ri4u


• Development of listening skills, inclusion and safeguarding 
awareness 

• Pride in making a real difference and visible change across the college  
• Various rewards throughout the year 

 
Please speak to your child about this opportunity and encourage them to 
apply here. 
 
All applications must be submitted by Monday 11th May 2026 
 
Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year (Mr Brown) for any 
further support required in school. We would also like to hear of any success 
stories outside of school, so we can help to celebrate these achievements 
with our students.   
  

Year 9  CDC Ambassador Programme 
All Year 9 students have been offered the opportunity to become part of our 
ambassador programme; designed to make the College a place where 
everyone feels safe, valued and able to belong. This is an exciting opportunity 
in which students will act as valuable role models, listeners and positive 
change-makers across the college. 
 
Successful applicants will gain the following:  

• Leadership and teamwork experience  
• A recognised role they can evidence on applications  
• Development of listening skills, inclusion and safeguarding 

awareness 
• Pride in making a real difference and visible change across the college  
• Various rewards throughout the year 

 
Please speak to your child about this opportunity and encourage them to 
apply here. 
 
All applications must be submitted by Monday 11th May 2026 
 
Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year (Mr Canavan) for any 
further support required in school. We would also like to hear of any success 
stories outside of school, so we can help to celebrate these achievements 
with our students.    
  

Year 10  Pastoral Support  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jtxJFWBY0k60zx5w7MgSUVc8cUU25bFJtJbXrYiKpRdUQ0czREZBUElNVThNMzY2MktOWkVIV0Y3Ri4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jtxJFWBY0k60zx5w7MgSUVc8cUU25bFJtJbXrYiKpRdUQ0czREZBUElNVThNMzY2MktOWkVIV0Y3Ri4u


Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year (Mrs Danes) for any 
further support required in school. We would also like to hear of any success 
stories outside of school, so we can help to celebrate these achievements 
with our students.   
  
French revision sessions   
Year 10 revision sessions are every other Wednesday (every week 2). Please 
encourage your child to attend as we will be covering content that will be 
useful both in lessons and for assessments/exams.  
  
Spanish revision sessions  
KS4 Spanish revision sessions are every Wednesday lunchtime and every 
Thursday after school. If your child is unable to attend at these times, please 
contact Mrs Smith to arrange another time slot. Please encourage your child 
to attend as the Speaking exams are approaching for Year 11 and we will be 
covering content that will be useful for both Year 10 and 11.  
  
Work Experience  
Thank you to everyone who has submitted their Work Experience forms. We 
understand that some pupils are finding it challenging to secure 
placements—this is a valuable part of the process, helping to build resilience 
and tenacity.  
For those who have not yet secured a placement, we encourage you to keep 
persevering and continue reaching out to potential employers. Please note 
that the school has a limited number of contacts for placements, and these 
may not always align with pupils’ preferred fields.  
Keep going—you’re developing important skills that will benefit you in the 
future!  
  
Computer Science GCSE  
Thursday lunchtimes there is a drop-in session in ICT1, for students to get 
support with their programming development – 
currently students are working on their implementation of a Rock, Paper 
Scissors game.   
  

Year 11  Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year (Mr Purkiss) for any 
further support required in school. We would also like to hear of any success 
stories outside of school, so we can help to celebrate these achievements 
with our students.  
  
Computer Science GCSE  
Tuesday lunchtimes there is a drop-in session in ICT1, for students to get 
support with their programming development – This week the focus will be on 
sequencing code, taking input, giving output and variables.  
  
GCSE Geography Revision  



We are running session on Wednesday lunchtimes and Thursday afterschool 
each week until the exams in May and June. They will be in H2.  
Helpful websites for geography GCSE  
Geography: Edexcel B GCSE  
Videos  
Geography B (9–1) from 2016 | Pearson qualifications - past papers  
 
  
GCSE English Challenge   
English are running a vocabulary challenge until exams. There will be a link 
posted to Sachel that will direct students to quizlet. There they can practice 
their vocabulary skills in preparation for exams.  
Students who consistently practice and test themselves will be given 
a reward at the end of each half term. Have a  vocabtastic time!  
 
GCSE English Revision  
Every lunchtime (1.40pm-2pm) in E1 with Mrs Eaton focusing on:  
Monday: The Merchant of Venice   
Tuesday: Animal Farm  
Wednesday: Merchant of Venice Context  
Thursday: Silent Revision  
Friday: Animal Farm Context  
  
Wednesday afterschool (3:15pm-4:00pm) E1 with Mrs Eaton   
What a great response looks like. Focusing on all elements of both Language 
and Literature.   
  
Thursday afterschool (3:15pm – 4:00pm) E3 with Ms Jones focusing on:  
Silent revision – a space to write.   
  
English Class Teacher Drop-in Revision sessions:  
Ms Hardman: Monday lunchtime E6  
Ms Forster: Monday lunchtime E5  
Ms Robertson: Tuesday after school (3.15pm-4pm)  
Ms Jones: Thursday after school (3.15pm-4pm)  
  
GCSE French  
Due to pupils’ requests to change the day of the revision sessions, they will 
now take place on Wednesday after school (timetable attached at the end of 
the bulletin).  
  
GCSE Spanish  
Best of luck to our Year 11s who will be undertaking their Spanish Speaking 
GCSE exams this week!  
  
GCSE Combined Science  
Revision sessions will be run in S5 with Mr Brown on the following days:   

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-edexcel-b/
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/video-collections/?query=
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


Wednesday after school (15:15 – 16:15) - Exam style practice  
Thursday (1345-1410) - Content revision clinic  
 
GCSE PE Y11  
Students can access the Revision Tab on their personal Ever-learner with 
updated revision topics. There are also ‘hot topics’ with links to quizzes for 
revision.   
Students can collect past papers from PE1, knowledge organisers and other 
revision materials. They were set a ‘Ever-Learner’ mock  paper to complete 
over Easter.   
Mr Delaney is running 2 after school revision sessions, these will last for 2 
hours. These will cover all ‘hot topics’ that have been identified and how to 
structure specific answers to questions on exam technique.   
Paper 1 – Wednesday 6th May – 3.20 - 5pm   
Paper 2 – Wednesday 13th May – 3.20 - 5pm.   
 
GCSE Maths   
Year 11 pupils have all been given a GCSE Practice Paper 1 to work 
through for revision. This paper has video solutions, so pupils can mark their 
work once completed.  
Individual class teachers will also work through any difficulties in class.  
In addition, Pupils’ PinPoint Learning accounts have been updated following 
the most recent Year 11 Maths Mocks.   
Pupils have all been given their updated list of consistent weaknesses and 
linked Maths Watch videos. To improve, pupils need to watch the highlighted 
videos and attempt the interactive questions on MathsWatch on their 
identified consistent weakness topics.    
The video link below explains how the PinPoint Learning programme works.   
 Supporting Year 11 Pupils with GCSE Maths final (youtube.com)  
For additional support Maths Club is on every Tuesday 3.15-4.15pm in the Maths 
department. All pupils are welcome to attend.  

 

Y11 French revision sessions. Wednesday after school 

Date  Skill practice/focus Tier 
6/5 Listening, dictation practice F + H 
13/5 Reading practice F+H 
20/5 90 words writing F + H 
3/6 Writing 150 words H only 

 

 

General Information 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGDZroX31V0


General Information 

Communication with the College  
If you need to contact the college, you can telephone on  
01332 810528     
Email for general queries:  postroom@cdcollege.uk    Please include the nature 
of your enquiry in the subject line of the email.   
You can contact us regarding absences: attendance@cdcollege.uk             
Please include full details and attach/screenshot appointment cards for our 
records.  
For all communication with the SEND department, please direct emails to our 
central SEND inbox – send@cdcollege.uk 
 
Uniform Standards 
Thank you to all families for their continued support with uniform. 

Clear guidance on what we do and do not allow students to wear can be found 
here  

Please contact your child's Head of Year should you require further support. 

First Aid  
Please update the college on any new medication that your child is taking.  
Please remember that if you are bringing any medication into college it needs to 
be in prescribed pack with the student's name and prescribed dose on. 
 
We have a first aid email address where you can send any new or updated 
medical information for your child.  firstaid@cdcollege.uk  
 
Polite reminder: - We are happy for your child to carry a small amount of 
paracetamol or ibuprofen for their own use but please inform them not to give to 
other students.  
 
Mobile Phone Use 
We would like to draw your attention to this section of our Behaviour Policy and 
ask you remind your children of the rules regarding mobile phone use in school: 
Allowing access to mobiles in school introduces complexity and risks, including 
distraction, disruption, bullying and abuse, and can be a detriment to learning. 
Pupils are not allowed to use mobile phones/ devices/ air pods during the 
school-day (8:45am – 3:15pm). If a member of staff sees a pupil using a mobile 
device or wearing air pods, the item will be confiscated, and the pupil will be 
able to collect the item at the end of the school day. If a pupil breaches this 
school rule on multiple occasions, the this may result in the pupil being asked 
to hand over the device (for safe keeping) at the start of each day. 

https://encoded-592c9deb-987b-4562-aa3c-9fa3d37d83e9.uri/mailto%3apostroom%40cdcollege.uk%25E2%2580%25AF
mailto:attendance@cdcollege.uk
mailto:send@cdcollege.uk
https://www.cdcollege.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1468&type=pdf
mailto:firstaid@cdcollege.uk


You may also have seen more information in the press this week around the use 
of mobile phones in schools. You can read the DfE guidance on the use of mobile 
phones in schools here: Mobile phones in schools - GOV.UK 

You may also have seen in the press this week that the government plans to 
change the law regarding the use of mobile phones in schools in the future. 
Phones to be banned in schools by law in England under government plans - 
BBC News  We will keep you updated when we have further information. 

Growing up in the online world: a national consultation 
The government are consulting on further measures to prepare children for the 
future in an age of rapid technological change. This includes potential age 
restrictions on social media and other services such as gaming sites and AI 
chatbots, restrictions on addictive design features and risky functionalities, and 
better support for parents and families. This consultation closes at 11:59pm on 
26 May 2026 
 
You can have your say here. 
 
Wellbeing support 
All pupils have access to youHQ Wellbeing app for schools and colleges | 
youHQ.co.uk they can log in using their @cdcollege.uk email address through 
the Microsoft 365 log in 
 
You can find out more about youHQ  on this youtube video 
https://youtu.be/QyKDZlHmAkI 
 
Attendance  
Thank you for your continued support with your child’s regular attendance to 
school.  

Regularly attending school has a positive impact on children and young people 
- academically, socially and emotionally. Evidence shows that the students with 
the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best 
examination results.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y7vd6gpq1o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y7vd6gpq1o
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/growing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=ASCL%20Briefing%3A%203%20March%202026&utm_content=ASCL%20Briefing%3A%203%20March%202026#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=2cad5e26-01fa-41f5-b94e-7cfab9d70100
https://www.youhq.co.uk/
https://www.youhq.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/QyKDZlHmAkI


 

Free School Meals eligibility 
If your child isn't registered for Free School Meals and you receive any of the 
following benefits, your child may be able to get free school meals: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit 

and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit 
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household 

income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

Follow this link to apply: Free School Meals 

Clubs 

MFL Film Club 
Every Thursday lunchtime in L3.  

Warhammer Club 
Every Wednesday after school in the Hub, 3:15 till 4:00.  

Building, painting and playing. We are currently making our way through the 
Warhammer Alliance schools project.  Speak to Mr Bell if interested. 

PE clubs/news 

https://leicestershire.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/Synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx


Y7 and Y8 PE will be having an introduction to rugby sessions in their PE lessons 
from Wednesday 29th April. Coaches from Melbourne rugby club who work with 
the RFU will be in school delivering these sessions to our students with the 
support of PE teachers.  
KS3 football has moved to Thursday after school.  

KS4 Boys Fitness club 
The fitness suite is available each Thursday for Year 10 and 11 boys to use 3:15-
4:15 

Girls’ fitness club every Wednesday till 4 pm 

Puzzle Club 
Puzzle Club (Tues lunchtimes in the library) needs donations – jigsaws, 
crosswords, sudoku, word searches, Rubik’s Cubes. Any other puzzles you can 
think of. If you have any taking up space at home, please think about donating 
them. Thank you. 

Chess Club 
We are in desperate need of chess sets for our new club starting on Wednesday 
lunch times. If you would like to purchase one, or maybe you have one that you 
no longer use, we would be very grateful. 

Creative Writing Club 
For any budding authors, songwriters and poets. Come along and have a go at 
writing your very own masterpiece. It’s a lovely quiet session but help is on hand 
if you need it, just ask. Thursday lunch times in the library. 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club runs every day in the library from 8am. You can come in and chat 
with your friends, read any of our lovely books, or bring your own, have a game of 
chess, or just sit quietly before the day begins. We do not provide food, but you 
are welcome to bring your own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Exclusive Ticket Offer 

 

Nottingham Forest Netball Experience a night of elite netball at the Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham as Nottingham Forest Netball take on Manchester!  

 

Friday 22 May, 7PM Claim your exclusive discount, with tickets from just £2.50 (£3.80 incl. 
booking fee) - a huge saving vs standard prices from £18! 

 We need your support as we look to elevate and highlight the value and impact of women 
in sport and deliver a record-breaking attendance for this fixture. Showing up matters! It 
drives visibility, investment, and the future of the game for the next generation.  

How to claim your exclusive offer:  

1. Visit https://tickets.motorpointarenanottingham.com/shows/show.aspx?sh=NFORES 
TF26  

2. Select Friday 22 May  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Enter code EONWIS in the password box, click unlock tickets  

4. Choose your seats (code works for multiple tickets!)  

 

Hurry, this offer ends at 12pm on Friday 15th May  

 

Bring your friends. Bring the energy. Be part of something big! 

 

 

https://tickets.motorpointarenanottingham.com/shows/show.aspx?sh=NFORES%20TF26
https://tickets.motorpointarenanottingham.com/shows/show.aspx?sh=NFORES%20TF26


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Melbourne Rugby Club’s T1 Rugby Club (Touch Rugby) club 
starts on Monday 4th May (6pm to 7pm).  
 

This is an exciting opportunity for students from Year 7 and Year 8 at your 
school to join this free club, which will run throughout the Summer and into 
September.  
 
From our flyer you will see that T1 Rugby does not involve tackling and incorporates key 
skills related to rugby union, where space is created through scrums, lineouts and 
rucks and children can learn how to use tactical kicking.  
 
Our emphasis will be on facilitating games that both new and existing players can 
enjoy. New players will be supported by the coaches and those children who already 
play rugby at the club. 
 
Players who enjoy the T1 Rugby Club and want to continue to develop their interest in 
rugby will of course be welcome to join Melbourne Rugby Club ready for the new season 
in September, when they can take the step into contact rugby with the help of our RFU 
qualified coaches in each age group.  
 
There will be no obligation for children to move onto contact rugby from T1 Rugby and if 
there are enough interested children, we will continue to run the T1 Rugby club 
throughout the rugby season.  
 
Please use this link to register your child for our free T1 Rugby Club.  
 
If you need further information, please contact Tim Wilbraham via email at 
timwilbo@gmail.com or call him on 07799840482 
 
There will also be women's touch rugby on Tuesdays 7.30pm to 8.30pm 
 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/XnDgmafYKzGxJaSk8


 

 


