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🌺 Remembrance 2026 
 
On Sunday 8th November, Castle Donington College will be proud to lay a wreath as part 
of the village's Remembrance Sunday commemorations, paying our respects to those 
who have served and sacrificed their lives in conflicts past and present. 
 
On Wednesday 11th November (Armistice Day), we will invite all members of our 
school community to join together in observing a two-minute silence at 11.00am, 
providing an opportunity for reflection, gratitude and remembrance. This will take place 
in lesson 2 classrooms. 
 
Pupils who belong to a uniformed cadet organisation outside of school are warmly 
encouraged to wear their cadet uniform to College on Wednesday 11th November, 
should they wish to do so. 
 
As a school community, we recognise the importance of remembering those who have 
given so much, and of passing this understanding and respect on to future generations. 
 
We Will Remember Them. 
 
Lest We Forget. 
 
 
 
Children in Need Non-Uniform Day 
 
Next Friday (13th November), we will be supporting Children in Need with a whole-school 
non-uniform day. 
 
We are suggesting a voluntary donation of £1, which can be paid either in cash on the day 
or via ParentPay. 
 
Students are welcome to wear non-uniform, but clothing must remain appropriate for 
school. This means no offensive slogans or images, no cropped tops, and no clothing that 
would be unsuitable for a normal school day. 
Please note that students who have PE lessons on Friday must still bring their PE kit and 
be prepared to participate in lessons as usual. 
 
Thank you for supporting this important charity event and helping us raise money for a 
fantastic cause 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Term Dates 2027-2028 
 
We are pleased to confirm that next year’s term dates are now available on the college 
website. 
 
Our term dates continue to closely follow the Leicestershire County Council pattern. The 
only slight differences are our return dates in August and January, which have been 
adjusted to accommodate staff INSET days. 
As required by Department for Education (DfE) guidance, pupils will attend school for 190 
days during the academic year. 
 
We would encourage all families to check the published dates when planning holidays, 
appointments and other commitments for both  this and next academic years. 
These can be found here on our website. 
 
 
Cycling to School 
 
We are pleased to see an increasing number of students choosing to cycle to school. 
Cycling is a healthy, environmentally friendly way to travel, and we are keen to support 
this wherever possible. 
 
To help keep students and their bicycles safe, all pupils who cycle to school must wear a 
suitable cycle helmet and must have a secure lock so that their bicycle can be safely 
stored in the bike shed during the school day. 
 
As we move into the darker winter months, we would also encourage families to ensure 
that bicycles are fitted with working front and rear lights and that students wear high-
visibility or reflective clothing where possible. Being seen by other road users is 
particularly important during early mornings and late afternoons when visibility can be 
reduced. 
 
We would also like to remind students of the importance of safe and considerate cycling 
on their journey to and from school. We have received some concerns from local 
residents about some pupils riding bicycles at speed on narrow footpaths. Students 
should follow the Highway Code, be mindful of pedestrians at all times, and dismount 
where necessary. Courteous and responsible behaviour helps to keep everyone safe and 
maintains positive relationships with our local community. 
 
Thank you for your support in helping to keep all of our students safe on their journey to 
and from school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdcollege.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=58


   
 

   
 

 

 

 

Year 7  Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year 
(Mr Nelson) for any further support required in school. We would 
also like to hear of any success stories outside of school, so we can 
help to celebrate these achievements with our students 
 
Year 7 Maths 
As an additional support to pupils Maths club has now started.  
Maths club runs every week on a Tuesday after school 3.15pm–
4.15pm in the maths department.   
All pupils are welcome to attend. Maths teachers will be at these 
sessions to help and support pupils with any difficulties they may be 
having within the subject. 
 
Year 7 MFL Books 
At the beginning of the year, Year 7 were tasked with decorating their 
French and Spanish books to reflect the language, culture and country. 
The MFL Department picked the best ones based on artistic flair, effort 
and books which best represented the language and country. 
 
Our winning books for French: 
7MW – Alouette and Jordan 
7PW – Sophie and Josie 
7RB – Chloe and Molly-Mae 
7NS – Connor and Henry 
7SA – Aislinn and Alyssia 
 
Our winning books for Spanish: 
7MW – Mason and Layla 
7PW – Tilly and Macsen 
7RB – Ava-Mae and Zuzanna 
7NS – Tom and Ivy 
7SA – Anaiya and Charlie 
 
Shown below: some of our finalists and runners-up – we had so many 
to choose from! Well done Year 7 for all your hard work. 
 



   
 

   
 

 

 
 
European Day of Languages poster competition 
European Day of Languages was celebrated on 26th September. We 
asked Year 7 students to create posters with this year's theme: 
Languages Unite!  
Winning posters: 
7MW – Zak and Isobel 
7PW – Tilly and Josie 



   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
PE  
All students in KS3 have now moved onto their new PE rotation 
(Hockey, Volleyball and Healthy lifestyles) . The Hockey lessons will be 
outside so students have been told to be PE ready for this. They are 
able to wear warmer clothing under their PE top if they wish. This could 
be a long sleeved T-shirt, compression top or jumper (black or navy 
blue please and NO Hoodies).  
 

Year 8  Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year 
(Mr Canavan) for any further support required in school. We would 
also like to hear of any success stories outside of school, so we can 
help to celebrate these achievements with our students.   
 
Year 8 Maths 
As an additional support to pupils Maths club has now started.  
Maths club runs every week on a Tuesday after school 3.15pm–
4.15pm in the maths department.   
All pupils are welcome to attend. Maths teachers will be at these 
sessions to help and support pupils with any difficulties they may be 
having within the subject. 
 
PE  
All students in KS3 have now moved onto their new PE rotation 
(Hockey, Volleyball and Healthy lifestyles) . The Hockey lessons will be 
outside so students have been told to be PE ready for this. They are 
able to wear warmer clothing under their PE top if they wish. This could 
be a long sleeved T-shirt, compression top or jumper (black or navy 
blue please and NO Hoddies).  

Year 9  Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year 
(Mr Brown) for any further support required in school. We would 
also like to hear of any success stories outside of school, so we can 
help to celebrate these achievements with our students.    
 
Year 9 Maths 
As an additional support to pupils Maths club has now started.  



   
 

   
 

Maths club runs every week on a Tuesday after school 3.15pm–
4.15pm in the maths department.   
All pupils are welcome to attend. Maths teachers will be at these 
sessions to help and support pupils with any difficulties they may be 
having within the subject. 
 
PE  
All students in KS3 have now moved onto their new PE rotation 
(Hockey, Volleyball and Healthy lifestyles) . The Hockey lessons will be 
outside so students have been told to be PE ready for this. They are 
able to wear warmer clothing under their PE top if they wish. This 
could be a long sleeved T-shirt, compression top or jumper (black or 
navy blue please and NO Hoddies).  

Year 10  Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year (Mrs 
Danes) for any further support required in school. We would also 
like to hear of any success stories outside of school, so we can help 
to celebrate these achievements with our students.   
 
 
KS4 English Theatre Trip – Jekyll and Hyde: The Musical 
The English Department is delighted to offer Year 10 and 11 pupils 
the opportunity to attend a performance of Jekyll and Hyde: The 
Musical at The Core Theatre on Friday 30th April 2027. 
This is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to experience a key GCSE 
English Literature text brought to life on stage, supporting their 
understanding and appreciation of the novella. 
Parents and carers wishing for their child to attend are kindly 
asked to complete and return the consent slip to Miss 
Robertson by Friday 13th November 2026. 
Places are limited, and we anticipate a high level of interest, so we 
encourage pupils to return their slips promptly. 
 

Year 10 – DMU Inspire: Lights, Camera, Action! 

On Wednesday 9th  December 2026, a group of our Year 10 
students will have the opportunity to attend the DMU Inspire: 
Lights, Camera, Action! university experience at De Montfort 
University, Leicester. 

This exciting Film Studies workshop will allow students to explore 
how stories are created using film. Students will take part in 
practical activities, including working in production teams, 
developing a film pitch, creating storyboards and participating in a 
mini film festival. 



   
 

   
 

The experience will give students an insight into university-level 
learning and potential careers within the creative and film 
industries, while developing their creativity, teamwork and 
communication skills. 

Further information and consent letters will be available on 
ParentPay. Please look out for these and ensure that permission 
and payment are completed by the stated deadline. 

 
Textiles and Art coursework catch-up sessions.  
If your child takes Textiles or Art GCSE, they have access to extra 
time in the Textiles and Art room on Wednesdays after school (3:15-
4:15pm). 
 
French exam skills sessions 
All pupils studying French are invited to these sessions every 
Tuesday lunch in L3. We will focus on a different skill each week. 
Pupils have been given a list of all the sessions for the academic 
year ahead. A copy is also attached in this bulletin. 
 
Spanish exam skills sessions 
All pupils studying Spanish are invited to these sessions every 
Wednesday or Thursday lunchtime in L1. We will focus on a 
different skill each week. A list of the revision sessions will be 
outside L1 for further info. 
 
 
GCSE PE 
All students that ordered kit over the summer should now have their 
GSCE PE kit to be worn in all practical PE lessons.  
 
If any more kit needs ordering here is the link  
 
Castle Donington College - GCSE 
 
Students have also been given their online Ever-Learner login 
details, this is where we set all GCSE PE weekly homework. 
 
Here is a link to a video explaining how to access and use this online 
platform 
 
Using The EverLearner: A guide for parents and guardians 
 
Here is a student video on how to best use the platform 
 

https://www.lisssport.co.uk/CastleDonington
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzZzDSCXIXs


   
 

   
 

A student guide on how to use The EverLearner (PE&Sport with 
ExamSimulator) 
 
All Y10 GCSE PE students should have submitted section 1 of their 
NEA (Skill strength analysis), they have now been given section 2 to 
complete and will have their introduction lesson for this in the 
coming week. Section 2 is their skill weakness analysis and the 
deadline is Monday 4th January (students can submit via email to 
dwoolf@cdcollege.uk). 
 
All Y10 GCSE PE students will be completing their 1st mid unit 
assessments in both paper 1 (next week) and paper 2 (in 2 weeks).  
 
GCSE Maths 
As an additional support to pupils Maths club has now started.  
Maths club runs every week on a Tuesday after school 3.15pm–
4.15pm in the maths department.   
All pupils are welcome to attend. Maths teachers will be at these 
sessions to help and support pupils with any difficulties they may be 
having within the subject. 
  

Year 11  Pastoral Support  
Please contact your child’s Form Tutor and Head of Year (Mr 
Purkiss) for any further support required in school. We would also 
like to hear of any success stories outside of school, so we can help 
to celebrate these achievements with our students.  
November Mock Exams 

The timetable for these can be seen at the end of this week’s 
bulletin. Individual timetables have been given to pupils. 

 
 Textiles and Art coursework catch-up sessions. UPDATE! 
If your child takes Textiles or Art GCSE, they have access to extra 
time in the Textiles and Art room on Wednesdays after school (3:15-
4:15pm). From now until Christmas these students will also 
have access on Monday lunchtime and Friday lunchtime. 
 
 
French exam skills sessions 
All pupils studying French are invited to these sessions every 
Tuesday lunch in L3. We will focus on a different skill each week. 
Pupils have been given a list of all the sessions for the academic 
year ahead. A copy is also attached in this bulletin.  
 
Spanish exam skills sessions 
All pupils studying Spanish are invited to these sessions every 
Wednesday or Thursday lunchtime in L1. We will focus on a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuzT3gYBIUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuzT3gYBIUU
mailto:dwoolf@cdcollege.uk


   
 

   
 

different skill each week. A list of the revision sessions will be 
outside L1 for further info. 
 
GCSE PE  
NEA – The final NEA deadline is Tuesday 5th January, this will be a 
final deadline for all 6 sections to be completed and submitted to 
Mr Woolf via email.  
 
As in Y10 all GCSE PE homework is set through our online learning 
platform – The Ever-Learner. This is set weekly and ALL students 
have this set every week. They can also work through all of the 
topics as they wish. 
 
Here is a link to the parent video on how the platform works  
 
 Using The EverLearner: A guide for parents and guardians - 
YouTube 
 
Here is a student guide on how to get the best from the platform  
 
A student guide on how to use The EverLearner (PE&Sport with 
ExamSimulator) 
 
VOLLEYBALL MODERATION – Y11 GCSE PE students will complete 
their final volleyball exam on Wednesday 11th November  
 
Practical video evidence  -  
Just a reminder about external video evidence – this is due by the 
end of February half term (please submit before if you can). It needs 
to show the student performing the key skills of the sport and then 
an approx. 20min video of them performing in a full context 
situation (game) at the highest level of competition possible. Any 
questions about the evidence then please contact Mr Delaney or 
Mr Woolf.  
 
KS4 English Theatre Trip – Jekyll and Hyde: The Musical 
The English Department is delighted to offer Year 10 and 11 pupils 
the opportunity to attend a performance of Jekyll and Hyde: The 
Musical at The Core Theatre on Friday 30th April 2027. 
This is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to experience a key GCSE 
English Literature text brought to life on stage, supporting their 
understanding and appreciation of the novella. 
Parents and carers wishing for their child to attend are kindly 
asked to complete and return the consent slip to Miss 
Robertson by Friday 13th November 2026. 
Places are limited, and we anticipate a high level of interest, so we 
encourage pupils to return their slips promptly. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzZzDSCXIXs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzZzDSCXIXs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuzT3gYBIUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuzT3gYBIUU


   
 

   
 

GCSE Maths 
As an additional support to pupils Maths club has now started.  
Maths club runs every week on a Tuesday after school 3.15pm–

4.15pm in the maths department.   
All pupils are welcome to attend. Maths teachers will be at these 

sessions to help and support pupils with any difficulties they may be 

having within the subject. 
 
 
GCSE SCIENCE 
 
All students (Triple and Combined) are invited to science revision 
sessions on Wednesday lunchtimes and Thursday after school 
with Mr Brown in S2. 
 
Wednesday (1345-1410) - Revision clinic 
 
An opportunity to bring questions and past papers for support or 
going over concepts that you are struggling with 
 
Thursday (1515 – 1600) - Exam style practice 
 
A short tutorial going over key concepts and then put the 
knowledge into practice with some guided exam style questions. 
 
All revision sessions will focus on paper 1 content until after the 
Christmas break 
 
 
GCSE History 
 
Year 11 historians now have access to two extra weekly revision 
sessions. These are: 

• Wednesday lunchtimes in H3 
• Thursday after-school in H3  

 
  

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10-11 French Skill Sessions 

Date  Skill practice/focus Tier 
Tuesday 10th November Writing 90 words F + H 
Tuesday 17th November Reading, translation into English F only 
Tuesday 24th November Reading, translation into English H only 
Tuesday 1st December Listening, dictation F + H 
Tuesday 8th December Speaking conversation, answering questions F + H 
Tuesday 15th December Writing, translation into French F only 
      
Tuesday 5th January Writing, translation into French H only 
Tuesday 12th January Speaking, pronunciation practice F + H 
Tuesday 19th January Listening practice F + H 
Tuesday 26th January Reading practice F + H 
Tuesday 2nd February Writing photo task and 50 words F only 
Tuesday 9th February Speaking read aloud   
    F + H 
Tuesday 23rd February Speaking photo task F + H 
Tuesday 2nd March Speaking role play F + H 



   
 

   
 

Tuesday 9th March Speaking conversation F + H 
Tuesday 16th March Speaking unexpected questions F + H 
    F + H 
Easter holiday   TBC Speaking-all tasks F + H 
Easter holiday   TBC Speaking-all tasks F + H 
    F + H 
Tuesday 6th April Speaking-all tasks F + H 
Tuesday 13th April Reading practice F + H 
Tuesday 20th April Listening practice F + H 
Tuesday 27th April Dictation practice F + H 
Tuesday 4th May Translation into English F + H 
Tuesday 11th May Writing, verbs and tenses F + H 
Tuesday 18th May Writing 150 words H only 
Tuesday 25th May Translation into French practice F + H 

 

Spanish skill sessions take place on Wednesday and 
Thursday of the weeks above, covering the same skills. 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 
Communication with the College  
If you need to contact the college, you can telephone on  
01332 810528     
 
To ensure efficient use of staff time and appropriate handling, all email 
communication should be sent to postroom@cdcollege.uk 
 
Emails sent to the postroom address will be triaged and escalated using the following 
criteria. Please include the nature of your enquiry in the subject line of the email. 
 

Area First Contact Escalation 
General enquiries   Admin team Relevant teacher, middle 

or senior leader 
Safeguarding (pupil) 
 

DSL 

Safeguarding (staff) 
 

Principal 
(for a safeguarding concern regarding the Principal 

contact the Chair of Governors) 
Behaviour 
 

Form teacher Head of Year or senior 
leader 

Attendance 
 

Attendance Officer Head of Year or Vice 
Principal 

Curriculum 
 

Subject teacher Head of Department, 
then SLT  

SEND Assistant SENDCo SENDCo 
Complaints As per complaints policy Chair of Governors 

 
You can contact us directly regarding absences: attendance@cdcollege.uk             
Please include full details and attach/screenshot appointment cards for our records.  
Please note on the third day of absence, the Attendance Officer will conduct a 
home visit.  
 
For all communication with the SEND department, please direct emails to our central 
SEND inbox  send@cdcollege.uk 
 
 
Please familiarise yourself with our College and EMET policies and procedures, which 
can be viewed here on our website and are updated throughout the school year. 
 
 
 

mailto:postroom@cdcollege.uk
mailto:attendance@cdcollege.uk
mailto:send@cdcollege.uk
https://www.cdcollege.uk/page/?title=Policies+and+Procedures&pid=17


   
 

   
 

New School Facebook Page 
We have recently launched our new school Facebook page, which  you can find here 
and will be used to share important school updates, reminders, key dates, and 
information with our school community. 
 
Please note that the Facebook page is intended as a one-way communication channel 
for school announcements. We do not monitor the page for enquiries, and any 
comments or messages sent via Facebook will not receive a response. If you need to 
contact the school, please do so using our usual communication channels   
 
 
Mobile Phone use 
 
We would like to remind parents and carers of our expectations regarding mobile phone 
use in school, in line with current guidance and legislation aimed at reducing 
distractions and supporting pupils' wellbeing and learning. 
Pupils are not permitted to use mobile phones at any time during the school day, 
including breaktimes and lunchtimes. If a pupil brings a mobile phone to school, it must 
remain switched off and out of sight throughout the day. 
 
Any mobile phone that is seen or used during the school day will be confiscated by a 
member of staff and will be returned to the pupil at the end of the school day. If pupils 
are seen with their phone on more than one occasion, then they may be asked to hand 
this in at the beginning of every day for a period of time. 
 
We recognise that some pupils may need access to a mobile phone or connected device 
for medical reasons. Medical exceptions, such as for pupils managing diabetes or other 
documented medical conditions, will continue to be supported on an individual basis. 
 
Please note that pupils bring mobile phones and other personal electronic devices to 
school at their own risk. While we will take reasonable steps to safeguard any item that 
has been confiscated by a member of staff, the school cannot accept responsibility for 
the loss, theft, damage or misplacement of mobile phones or other personal devices 
brought onto the school site. 
 
We appreciate the support of parents and carers in helping us maintain a focused, safe 
and positive learning environment for all pupils. 
 
 
First Aid  
Please update the college on any new medication that your child is taking.  Please 
remember that if you are bringing any medication into college it needs to be in 
prescribed pack with the student's name and prescribed dose on. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Castle-Donington-College/61594337937384/?rdid=jv64TOybBpNhasjK&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F1HVBkE93Jw%2F


   
 

   
 

We have a first aid email address where you can send any new or updated medical 
information for your child.  firstaid@cdcollege.uk 
 
We are happy for your child to carry a small amount of paracetamol or ibuprofen for their 
own use but please inform them not to give to other students.  
 
Wellbeing support 
All pupils have access to youHQ Wellbeing app for schools and colleges  youHQ.co.uk 
they can log in using their @cdcollege.uk email address through the Microsoft 365 log in 
 
You can find out more about youHQ  on this youtube video 
https://youtu.be/QyKDZlHmAkI 
 
We really care about every pupil at Castle Donington College, and we know that 
wellbeing and learning go hand in hand. Sleep is the foundation of both. Young people 
aged 11 to 16 need around 8 to 10 hours a night. When they fall short, concentration, 
mood and patience all suffer, and so does their health. 
We believe small, steady routines make the biggest difference, and that school and 
home pull in the same direction. In school we support pupils to arrive calm, ready and 
able to learn. You can help by giving them the best chance of a good night. 
This week, try one or two of these: 

• Keep a regular rhythm. Aim for a similar bedtime and wake-up time every day, 
weekends included (within an hour or so). 

• Build a wind-down. Fifteen to thirty minutes of something calming: a shower, a 
book, music, a chat. 

• Make the bedroom sleep-friendly. Cool, dark and quiet. 
• Watch the caffeine. Energy drinks, cola and tea or coffee after lunchtime can 

keep teenagers awake. 
• Agree the target together. Ask your child what time they think they need to be 

asleep, and work backwards from the morning alarm. 
 
 
Attendance  
 
Thank you for your continued support with your child’s regular attendance to school.  

Regularly attending school has a positive impact on children and young people - 
academically, socially and emotionally. Evidence shows that the students with the 
highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best examination results.  

mailto:firstaid@cdcollege.uk
https://www.youhq.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/QyKDZlHmAkI


   
 

   
 

 

Careers Education at CDC 

Labour Market Information (LMI) 

Labour Market Information (LMI) helps young people understand the changing world of 
work. It provides information about careers, employment trends, skills, qualifications, 
apprenticeships, salaries and opportunities. 

LMI can help young people make informed decisions about their GCSE options, post-
16 choices, apprenticeships, university and future careers. 

Useful LMI and Careers Websites 

National Careers Service – Explore Careers 

Explore hundreds of careers and find information about what different jobs involve, the 
skills and qualifications needed, salaries and progression routes. 

Explore Careers – National Careers Service 

National Careers Service – Advice for Parents & Carers 

Practical advice to help parents and carers support young people with education, 
training and career decisions. 

Help a young person make career choices 

 National Careers Service – Post-16 Options 

Information about the different routes available after Year 11, including further 
education, technical and vocational courses and apprenticeships. 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/helping-young-people-make-education-and-career-choices?utm_source=chatgpt.com


   
 

   
 

Explore Post-16 Options 

National Careers Service – Post-18 Options 

Explore options including university, higher technical qualifications, apprenticeships, 
employment, volunteering and gap years. 

Explore Post-18 Options 

The Careers & Enterprise Company – Gatsby Benchmarks 

Find out more about the Gatsby Benchmarks and how good careers education helps 
young people understand future pathways and labour market opportunities. Benchmark 
2 specifically focuses on learning from career and labour market information. 

Gatsby Benchmarks and Careers Guidance 

How can parents and carers help? 

You don't need to have all the answers. Explore careers with your child and encourage 
them to ask: 

• What does this job involve? 
• What skills and qualifications are needed? 
• What different routes could lead to this career? 
• What are the future opportunities? 
• Are there apprenticeship or work-based routes? 
• What other careers use similar skills? 

Remember: LMI is not about telling a young person what career to choose. It gives them 
reliable information so they can explore possibilities and make informed decisions 
about their future. 

At Castle Donington College, we encourage students and parents/carers to use 
reliable, up-to-date careers and labour market information alongside discussions with 
teachers, tutors, employers and qualified careers advisers. 

Calling Local Businesses – Help Shape Our Students’ Futures 

We are keen to strengthen our links with local businesses and employers so that our 
students can gain a better understanding of the world of work and the exciting 
opportunities available to them. 

As part of our Careers Programme, we are looking to build meaningful partnerships with 
local employers who can support our students through careers talks, workplace visits, 
work experience, mentoring, skills sessions and information about Post-16 pathways. 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-18?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.careersandenterprise.co.uk/educators/gatsby-benchmarks-and-statutory-guidance?utm_source=chatgpt.com


   
 

   
 

Working with employers is an important part of our careers provision and supports the 
Gatsby Benchmarks, helping students connect what they learn in school with real 
careers and future opportunities. It can also help students develop their aspirations, 
understand the skills employers value and make more informed decisions about their 
next steps after Year 11. 

Do you own or work for a local business that would be interested in supporting our 
students? Or do you know a local employer who might be keen to get involved? 

We would love to hear from you. Please complete our short Google Form to register your 
interest. There is no obligation to commit to anything at this stage — we are simply 
looking to build a network of local employers who may be able to support our students 
in the future. 

Together, we can help our students understand the opportunities available to them and 
prepare for their next steps beyond school. 

Careers Support – Fill in form 

 

 

When Universities Meet Prisons: A Criminological Conversation 

Thursday 12 November 2026 |  4:30–5:15pm 

Are you interested in crime, the criminal justice system or understanding why people 
offend? This session explores how criminology helps us understand crime, 
punishment and rehabilitation. 

Hear from De Montfort University's senior lecturers Ross Little and Dr Xiaoye Zhang as 
they share insights into their careers, experiences and the opportunities available to 
students interested in studying criminology. 

Book your place: https://bit.ly/4ie25Wp 

Why take part? 

These events are a great opportunity for students to broaden their horizons, explore 
subjects they may wish to study in the future and learn more about the qualifications 
and pathways needed to pursue different careers. 

We encourage interested students and parents/carers to explore these opportunities 
together and take the next step towards discovering future possibilities. 

 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/2TRsHmWhKN
https://bit.ly/4ie25Wp


   
 

   
 

 

School Council Meeting Schedule 
 

Year Group Meeting Details 

Full Council Monday 2 November 2026 9:20am - 9:50am (Hall) 

Year 11 Monday 9 November 2026 9:20am - 9:50am (Hall) 

Year 10 Monday 16 November 2026 9:20am - 9:50am (Hall) 

Year 9 Monday 23 November 2026 9:20am -9:50am (Hall) 

Year 8 Monday 30 November 2026 9:20am - 9:50am (Hall) 

Year 7 Monday 7 December 2026 9:20am - 9:50am (Hall) 

 

Clubs 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club runs every day in the library from 8am. You can come in and chat with 
your friends, read any of our lovely books, or bring your own, have a game of chess, or 
just sit quietly before the day begins. We do not provide food, but you are welcome to 
bring your own. 

Puzzle/Lego Club 

Do you enjoy doing jigsaws? We always have a really big one that we all like to help 
complete but there are also smaller ones that can be done in one lunch hour. We have 
word searches, crosswords and access to puzzles online too. This term we've also 
introduced Lego builds, so come and join in or bring your own. Come along and make 
some new friends. Puzzle club happens on Tuesdays at lunch. 

Appeal: We would love some new puzzles for our puzzle box so if you have any old ones 
stashed in a toy cupboard or loft, we would love to take them off your hands.  

Chess Club 

Come and take on our grand master Edward. If you don’t win you will at least pick up 
some moves that you can use. It’s great for quiet time in the library or meeting new 
friends. Every Wednesday lunch. 

Quiet Reading/Study Time 

New for this term. Quiet reading and study time is proving popular on Thursday lunch 
times in the library. You need to register with Miss Radley for this one as we only have a 
limited number of spaces.  



   
 

   
 

History Club (Mondays in H3) 

In History Club we do a variety of things related to the joys of History! Currently, we are 
planning activities for the Year 6 Open Evening and would appreciate any ideas or help! 

Debate Club (Fridays in H3) 

Debate Club allows you to debate the issues of the day in the style of the House of 
Commons. It helps you develop your skills of arguing and builds confidence, as well as 
helping you with some extra knowledge for your PPE/Citizenship lessons! 

MFL film club 

Every Thursday lunchtime in L3 to watch a film in a foreign language with English 
subtitles. 

 

PE Extra Curricular clubs 

PE extra-curricular clubs are now underway.  All lunchtime clubs will be done in the 
school GYM (unless stated otherwise), for these clubs' students only need to change 
their footwear (unless taking part in our competitive sports we run throughout the such 
as football games and interform competitions).  

Full details can be seen at the end of the Bulletin. 

After school sessions require students to change for the activity, these will start at 3.20 
(students come to the changing rooms straight after school) and the session will finish 
at 4pm. It is the student's responsibility to communicate with parents if they are 
attending a PE club and arrange an appropriate way of getting home.  

Fixtures – if students are selected to represent the school at a competitive fixture against 
other schools they will be notified with at least a weeks' notice and details will be given 
via a letter to take home to parents.  

Gym Club (Tuesday After school)  

Whether it’s working on your cardiovascular fitness or you’re wanting to build muscle, 
this will happen in the new fitness suite. Machines and weights available to use with also 
a start-up initiation on how to use the equipment safely. Come along and bring your 
friends!  

Warhammer Club 

Wednesday after school in the hub for all years, welcome to veterans and new players 
alike. Space and advice for building, painting and playing the game with regular 
competitions. For more information about the club speak to Mr Bell, for more 
information about the hobby check the following Leader Resources – Games Workshop 

https://warhammer-alliance.com/uk/resources/


   
 

   
 

| Warhammer Alliance. Current Painting competition theme is fire, closes 16/12/26. 
Phoenix Lord Competition is ongoing. 

STEM Club 

Ready to build, test, and blow minds? Step out of the classroom and into a hands-on lab 
where you can tackle epic science experiments you can't do in normal lessons. Whether 
you're a master problem-solver or just love finding out how things actually work, you'll 
work alongside friends, compete in exciting challenges and gain vital experience in 
experimental design. Come along to S2 on Tuesday lunchtimes - your future self will 
thank you! Any questions, come and see Mr Brown. 

 

Health and Behaviour related survey 

Over the next few weeks pupils will take part in a survey run by the Local Authority 
Children’s Services and Public Health. These will take part in pupils Personal 
Development or Computing lessons. Each survey is confidential and anonymous. The 
data the school will receive will be for each year group and compared against the rest of 
the Leicestershire schools taking part. This will help inform planning of curriculum 
resources and identify strengths and areas for development across a wide range of 
health and behaviour related topics. Please contact Mr Nelson via 
postroom@cdcollege.uk if you have any questions. 

https://warhammer-alliance.com/uk/resources/


   
 

   
 

  

  
 

Lunch 

Turn up and play 

After School 

(3.15 – 4.10) 

Monday  GCSE Theory support (PE1) (AD LM)  

Tuesday  
 

Year group Football – Astro (DW) 
 

KS3 Fitness (fitness suite) (HC) 

 

Fixtures (Netball/Football) 

Wednesday  

NEA – Project support (DW) 

 

Badminton Hall (AD) 
 

KS 3 Football (Astro) (AD) 

Thursday  
 

Netball Club (GYM) (LM) 

Fixtures (Netball/Football) 

 

KS4 BOYS FITNESS (Fitness 
suite NB/PD) 

 

Friday  

 

GCSE Ever-learner catch 
up ( PE1) (AD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Clubs 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


